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KING FERDINAND’S SWORD-ARM: THE BULGARIAN COMMANDER-IN -CHIEP. 


DRAWN BY H. W. KOEKKOEK 
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THE SOLDIER WHO IS REPORTED TO HAVE ORDERED THE IMMEDIATE CAPTURE OF KIRK KILISSE, ON THE PRINCIPLE 


OF “LET PLEVNA BE TAKEN’”’: 


General Savoff is the Commander-in-Chief of the Bulgarian army under the general 
direction of King Ferdinand, who, it will be recalled, was chosen chief of the united 
armies of the Balkan States leagued against Turkey. He is regarded as one of the best of 
the officers coming from the Sofia Military School. After leaving that establishment, he 
went to St Petersburg, there to graduate in the Academy of the General Staff. In 1885, 
he was Chief of the Staff of one of the Bulgarian armies taking part in the Servo-Bulgarian 
War. Later on, he was a member of the Stambuloff Cabinet, and it was then that the 


GENERAL SAVOFF. 


Bulgarian army organisation took its present shape. His other activities have included that 
of being head of the Sofia Military School, and the younger officers of the Bulgarian army 
received their training under his watchful eye. He is fifty. It is obviously imipossible to 
say where the General is at the moment, but at the beginning of the operations he was 
with King Ferdinand, with that army whose line of operation, roughly speaking, was the 
Maritza Valley. To General Savoff was attributed the other day the order that Kirk Kilisse 
must be captured at once, a command recalling the Tsar’s famous “Let Plevna be taken.’ 
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“THE TURKISH KITCHENER”: THE OTTOMAN ARMY'S COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 
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CHIEF HOPE OF THE FIGHTING TURK: 


During the earlier stages of the operations between 
Nazim Pasha, the Turkish Commander-in-Chief, caused 
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silence of capability of Nazim Pasha, or of his 





right hand, Abdullah Pasha 
much comment. It may be him describe Nazim Pasha as a strong man who knows how to wait. ee 
that he is forced to wait,’’ said a writer in the “Evening News’’ at the time, “that all Turkish soldiers, Nazim Pasha is most akin to our own Kitchener. 
the swiftness of the Bulgarian invasion has forced him to writhe at the unreadiness of one of the most brilliant pupils at the famous school at Saint Cyr. 
lis own forces. It may be that his seeming inertia is calculated, that surprise years of age, the spirit of getting things done which 
awaits the invading legions. ...At any rate, military students do not doubt the unquenched 
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OF KIRK KILISSE AND THE TURKISH RETIREMENT NEAR 
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ARMY: THE TURKISH LEADER IN THRACE. 
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WHEN BATTLES ARE INVISIBLE TO THE COMMANDER -IN-CH 


DRAWN By A, C, MICH 


HEADQUARTERS DIRECTING A BIG FIGHT LEAGUES AWAY FROM THE FIRING - 


is written ‘What good can be expected from a man who knows not that the Commander of an army should keep himself as much as possible growing 

combats which decide nothing, and that, if occasion should oblige him to take part, he ought to see many fall before he suffer danger to approach himself?'’ That was fours ov 

Ole Luk-Oie"’ for a remarkable story, called “The Point of View,’’ published in ‘ Blackwood’s Magazine’’ of a while ago, in which was bared to the lay mind the which h 

modern battle, with its leagues of front, is fought. On the one hand were the men in their trenches, decimated, and with the depressing knowledge of reverse after they wo 

everse ; on the other, the Commander-in-Chief and the members of the General Staff miles from the firing line the Commander-in~-Chief himself setting out to fish while news position. 
ame of the wiping-out of battery after battery and battalion after battalion. “It was recognised that the days when any one man could keep a grasp of the progress of the whole of a battle swept s 
y means of personal observation had gone, for modern fights may cover scores of miles, and no one man upon the scene could hope to obtain more than an_ infinitesimal portion of gentleme 
nformation by the employment of his own powers of observation.’ So the Commander-in-Chief, having laid his plans, went fishing. ‘‘ Meanwhile, the map-room .. . was already success 
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IN-CHIEF: FIGHTING AN ACTION MILES FROM THE FRONT. 


BY A, C, MICHAEL. 


FIRING -LINE: FLAGGING THE MAP TO MARK SUCCESSES AND REVERSES. 


growing dark. . . . There were four officers working in this room. . . Two of them were standing up, reading aloud at intervals from pieces of paper, and two were sprawling on all- 
fours over a map laid out on the floor. Occasionally a non-commissioned officer brought in a fresh budget of papers. The map. ..was mounted on linoleum or some similar material 
which held the pins of the coloured flags with which it was studded. According to the intelligence read out, the two men on the floor moved the flags or stuck in fresh ones.’’ And as 
they worked the flaggers registered the falling of many men, the loss of many guns, but there was also a large mass of their own flags well round behind one flank of the enemy’s 
position. Thus it was when the Commande-in-Chief came back with his fish. He was informed of the state of affairs. “‘Where?’’ he asked. Then “from the spot pointed out his gaze 
swept slowly over the whole battle area, until it finally rested on the mass of flags representing his great flanking movement. ... He pointed to it, and said quietly: ‘Proportion, 
gentlemen, proportion’’’; and decided that it was not worth while to move a flag to mark the annihilation of the last two batteries and battalions which had had to be sacrificed for the 


success of the main battle scheme. In this manner is war now waged; with every move directed from a distance, and marked by little flags as information comes in. 








THE KEY TO CONSTANTINOPLE: ADRIANOPLE-THE MARITZA AND TUNDJA. 
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day of the defences of Adrianople, the military correspondent of the 
Standing at the junction of the Maritza, the Tundja, and the Arda, 


ts works the chief roads and the only railway in this section of the 


rontier, Adrianople is well placed to facilitate defensive or offensive operations The 
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2. THE RIVER TO THE EAST OF WHICH THE BULGARIAN ARMY CROSSED THE 
FRONTIER, AND SO CAUSED THE RETIREMENT OF THE OTTOMAN FORCES: 
THE TUNDJA, NEAR ADRIANOPLE 


In addition to the garrison of the place, which may not exceed 20,000 men, there have 


been in occupation of the defences for some years nearly sixty companies of fortress 


artillery, and the armament, which numbers approximately 400 guns, has some heavy 
cannon, a medium armament of 5°38 Krupp guns, and a large number of field and 
machine-guns Adrianople is no Port Arthur, but unless the Turks have lost their 
military virtues 


t is no place to treat in a cavalier manner.’ On October 24 the Turkish 
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THE KEY TO CONSTANTINOPLE: ADRIANOPLE. 


“NO PORT ARTHUR.” 


PuHorocraPus spy Captain A. F. TownsHEND, AuTHOoR oF “A Mizitary Consut In TurKEY” PUBLISHED BY Messrs. Seetey anv Co. 
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1. SHOWING THE FAMOUS MOSQUE OF SELIM II.: A GENERAL VIEW OF 
ADRIANOPLE, THE KEY TO CONSTANTINOPLE. 


Ministry of War issued a communication with regard to the fighting at Kirk Kilisse, 


regarded as the chief key to Adrianople—in itself the key to Constantinople. This stated 


that the retirement of the Ottoman forces at that place was strategic, not a result 
defeat. At the same time, the Bulgarians claimed the capture of Kirk Kilisse, with a large 
number of the Turkish garrison and with guns. A report to the “ Times,’’ on October 25) 
Kirk Kilisse began in brilliant moonlight, after 
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said that the attacks on the positions at 

















z. AS IT MUST BE IN THE TOWN AGAIN IF THE USUAL TORRENTIAL 


RAINS CONTINUE: A FLOODED STREET IN ADRIANOPLE. 


ten o’clock, and were preceded by a vigorous bombardment. It is understood that General 
Savoff, the Bulgarian Commander-in-Chief, issued peremptory instructions to General Dimitrieff 
that the fortress must be taken on October 24, a command recalling the Tsar’s famous 
“Let Plevna be taken.’’ On the 26th came the assertion that part of Adrianople had 
been set on fire by Bulgarian shells, and that the Bulgarians had taken three more of 


the forts guarding the town, with many prisoners 
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AGAINST AN EMPIRE: LEADERS IN THE BALKAN WAR. 
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OF THE BULGARIAN GENERAL STAFF: GENERAI FITCHEFI 


THE GENERAL WHOM GENERAL SAVOFF ORDERED TO TAKE CHIEF 
VON MOLTKE OF HIS COUNTRY 


POSITIONS AT KIRK KILISSE: “NAPOLEON’’ DIMITRIEFF. THE 


THE TURKISH LEADEF VH EVACUATED KIRK KILISSE WITH MANY EADE! O} THE BLOODLESS ENTRY INTO USKUB, AFTER THE BATTLE 
MAHMOUD MUKHTAR PASHA OF KUMANOVO THE CROWN PRINCE OF SERVIA 

General Dimitrieff has th ucknan Napoleor and to him, it is reported, came The place seems to have been provisioned for a siege of several months. According to 
a@ peremptory order fr General Savoff to take Kirk Kilisse immediately General a statement in Sofia, General Dimitrieff has reported to headquarters that he was able 
Fitcheff has been described as the Bulgarian von Moltke Mahmoud Mukhtar Pasha, to spare his men to a considerable extent and lost fewer than he anticipated. On 
the Turkish Cummandant at Kirk Kilisse, escaped with a portion of the garrison, in such October 28 the news was published that, as a sequel to the battle of Kumanovo, Uskub 
haste, it is telegraphed, that most of his personal effects were left behind, together with had fallen bloodiessly to the Servians, and that the Crown Prince Alexander had entered 
documents which, it is said, give the key to the complete Turkish plan of campaign it at the head of the army at two o'clock on the afternoon of October 26 





